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Readings from www.bobpaley.com
 and vocabulary lists

Read the following excerpts from the website bobpaley.com

Note the vocabulary terms and definitions with which you are not familiar and write them in your notebook.

Advocates, Mothers, & Deacons 

Stories from the Civil Rights Movement in Albany, New York
The thunderclouds of America’s Civil Rights Movement gathered mass and momentum in the 1960’s.  Lunch counter sit-ins in Greensboro inspired integrated groups of protestors to begin Freedom Rides to end segregation in interstate travel.

The Civil Rights Act banned discrimination in employment, public accommodations and in the sale of property or rental housing.  In 1965, the Voting Rights Bill nullified local codes that prevented minorities from going to the ballot box.

These rumblings were heard as far north as Albany, N.Y. bringing downdrafts of protest against routine occurrences of police brutality and harassment.  The air grew unstable as Blacks continued to dig in their heels about substandard housing, exclusion from craft unions and the second-rate public schools that served children from segregated neighborhoods.

The chieftains and henchmen of Albany’s storied O’Connell Machine swiftly administered punishment to individuals scrappy enough to quarrel with “the way things worked.”  Any assertion of natural or moral rights was viewed as a challenge to the bossism of their political regime.

What follows in these first-hand accounts presented on this web site is a David and Goliath tale that is full of volleys and even victory.  But the battle heroically waged ultimately created a climate with more hope and opportunity for African Americans in Albany.  

Even so, Albany’s agenda for civil rights has achieved only a partial realization.  African Americans in New York’s capital city still search for the Fairground.

Pre-Lesson Grade 7






 Page 2

Name____________________________________________________________

Advocates, Mothers, & Deacons 

Vocabulary and Terms

Civil Rights Movement-
Sit-ins-

Freedom Rides-

Voting Rights Bill (1965)-

Craft unions-

O’Connell Machine-

momentum- force or energy gained by movement

protestors- persons expressing disapproval

discrimination- to give unfair  treatment

integration- to bring or come into equal membership of a community

segregation- to separate people according to their race

accommodations- lodgings, living premises

nullified- to cancel

minorities- a small group differing from others

downdrafts- undercurrents

henchmen- trusty supporters

administered- managed

scrappy- aggressive

assertion- a statement that something is a fact

bossism- management of a political organization

regime- a system of government

civil- belonging to citizens
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Everybody’s Mommy (text)

Introduction by Mary Paley
She was a woman of grand proportions with “nine biscuit eaters to feed” who lived alongside trash, vermin and raucous late night noise.  She reached her limit when enormous Hudson River rats crawled through exposed plumbing into her parlor at 99 Herkimer Street.

Because she believed in the goodness of others, she asked for help:  “If the people of Albany only knew how we need help down here.  We have something of everything down here.  You name it, and it’s here.”  (The Knickerbocker News, December 12, 1965)

Vocabulary
proportions-size or dimension 

vermin-small, annoying and often harmful animals or insects

raucous-loud and harsh sounding

The Beginning (text)
From 1965 to 1978, Rorie championed the poor and excluded.  On top of her motherly duties, her whirlwind activism gave rise to Better Homes, a community group that organized to clean up their South End neighborhood.  She continued to widen her net of influence by joining the ad hoc Inter-Faith Task Force. 

She had her share of dust-ups with city hall and rent-gouging landlords.  If she sometimes used drastic measures it was simply because around every corner there were elderly poor and kids without warm-enough coats.

Vocabulary
championed- speaks in support of another or of a cause

excluded- to keep out (a person or thing) from a place, or group, or privilege

whirlwind- mass of air rapidly moving about a central point

activism- a policy of vigorous action, especially in politics

ad hoc-for a special purpose

dust-ups- confrontations

gouging- to scoop or force out

drastic- having a strong or violent effect 

measures- suitable action taken for a particular purpose

Pre-Lesson Grade 7
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On a Mission (text)
As the matriarch of Albany’s neighborhood movement, she was unstoppable.  In the  1960s, she won allies among activists, journalists, clergy and laity.  Both the prominent and indigent rallied behind Olivia, drawing strength from her credo that the disentitled “shouldn’t have to live in an ugly world.” (Luanna Rorie, 2007)

Vocabulary
matriarch- a woman who is head of the family

allies- people or countries who support each other

activists- a person who follows a policy of vigorous action, especially in politics

journalists- a person employed in writing for a newspaper or magazine

clergy- the people who have been ordained as priests, ministers, rabbis, etc.

laity- the people of a church who are not clergy

prominent- important, well-known

indigent- needy, poor

rallied- to bring or come together for a united effort

credo-a set of beliefs

disentitled- those who are not given rights

Truth to Power (text)
Examine the word, power, from the Old French, poeir, to be able.  Albany, New York’s Civil Rights Movement illustrates its multiple meanings.

To Mayor Erastus Corning the 2nd it might have meant a mantle of privilege, but in Olivia Rorie’s seedy South End slum, power was a capacity for hope.  

Reverend Howard Hubbard, a street priest who later became bishop for the Albany Roman Catholic Diocese, remembers her as a beloved friend and inspiration.

Vocabulary
examine- to look at closely

illustrates- to make clear or explain

multiple- many or several

mantle- a loose cloak

privilege- a special right or advantage granted to one person or group

seedy- shabby or disreputable

capacity- the ability to contain

inspiration- to influence; to stimulate

Listening Practice
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Vocabulary/Glossary

content- satisfied with what one has

hoard- to save and store away

Directions:  Listen to the interview, “Everybody’s Mommy”.  You may listen to this interview twice.  Begin taking notes anytime you wish.  Be sure to use your notes to answer the questions that follow.

Notes

Listening Practice
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Student’s Name________________________________________________

Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your listening and note-taking for the listening selection titled, “Everybody’s Mommy”.

1. Explain why Luanna says, “My mother had a large lap.”

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Olivia Rorie cared about her community.  Explain how her actions showed that she cared.

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Discuss one lesson that Olivia Rorie taught her daughters.

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Listening Practice
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Student’s Name________________________________________________

Vocabulary/Glossary

incident- an event

sic- to command to attack

grievances- complaints

Directions:  Listen to the audio segment, “beginning of the end”, included in the interview titled “The Beginning”.  You may listen to this interview twice.  Begin taking notes anytime you wish.  Be sure to use your notes to answer the questions that follow.

Notes

“beginning of the end”

Listening Practice
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Student’s Name________________________________________________

Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your listening and note-taking of the audio segment titled, “beginning of the end”.

“the beginning of the end”

1. Explain how Olivia’s daughters handle the problem with the rats.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. Olivia’s neighbors on Herkimer Street were all bothered by rats.  Explain how Olivia handled this problem.

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Listening Practice
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“The Beginning-‘living on Herkimer Street’”

Student’s Name________________________________________________

facilities- an aid, equipment, structure that makes it easy to do something

Directions:  Listen to the audio segment, “living on Herkimer Street”, included in the interview titled “The Beginning”.  You may listen to this interview twice.  Begin taking notes anytime you wish.  Be sure to use your notes to answer the questions that follow.

Notes
“living on Herkimer Street”

Listening Practice
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Student’s Name________________________________________________

Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your listening and note-taking of the audio segment titled, “living on Herkimer Street”.

“living on Herkimer Street”

1.  Describe in detail life at 99 Herkimer Street.

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Listening Practice
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“On a Mission”

“fighting city hall”

Student’s Name________________________________________________

Vocabulary/Glossary

mission- a person’s calling

indigents- the needy, the poor

productive- able to produce or make things

Directions:  Listen to the audio segment, “fighting city hall”, included in the interview titled “On a Mission”.  You may listen to this interview twice.  Begin taking notes anytime you wish.  Be sure to use your notes to answer the questions that follow.

Notes
“fighting city hall”

Listening Practice  
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“On a Mission”

“fighting city hall”

Student’s Name________________________________________________

Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your listening and note-taking for the listening selection titled, “On a Mission-fighting city hall”.
“fighting city hall”

1. Explain how Olivia Rorie helped teenagers in the south end.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Discuss how Olivia helped senior citizens in her neighborhood.  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Listening Practice  
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“On a Mission”

“facing threats and helping others”

Student’s Name_______________________________________________
Directions:  Listen to the audio segment, “facing threats and helping others”, included in the interview titled “On a Mission”.  You may listen to this interview twice.  Begin taking notes anytime you wish.  Be sure to use your notes to answer the questions that follow.
Notes
“facing threats and helping others”
Listening Practice  
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“On a Mission”

“facing threats and helping others”

Student’s Name_______________________________________________
Directions:  Answer the following questions based on your listening and note-taking for the listening selection titled, “On a Mission-facing threats and helping others”.

      “facing threats and helping others”

1. Explain why Olivia was not afraid of the threats she received.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how Olivia helped the indigent or needy family that Debra described. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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7th Grade 
Tips for Formal Listening Task

Here are some suggestions to help you do your best:

· Be sure to read carefully all the directions. 

· Be sure to listen carefully to the listening passage.

· Use your favorite note-taking method.

· Plan your time.

· Read each question carefully and think about the answer before choosing or writing your response.

Directions


You will listen to an interview with Bishop Howard Hubbard of the Albany Roman Catholic Diocese titled, “Truth to Power.”  Next, you will answer some questions to show how well you understood the interview with Bishop Hubbard, your listening passage.

You will listen to the interview twice.  As you listen carefully, you may take notes on the interview anytime you wish during your listening.  You may use these notes to answer the questions that follow.  

NOTES
Formal Listening Task 
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7th Grade-(Vocabulary List and Multiple Choice Questions)

Vocabulary/Glossary from Interview/Bishop Hubbard 
1. deteriorating- to become worse

2. determination-firmness of purpose

3. economic-of one’s own finances

4. intolerance-unwilling to accept ideas different from one’s own

5. scorn-to feel or show strong contempt or hatred for 

6. retaliation-the act of making a counterattack

7. civic-of government; of rights and duties of citizens

8. anonymity- a name that is not made public

9. dignified-showing that one deserves respect

10. compassion-a feeling of pity that makes one want to help or show mercy

11. subjugation-to overcome or bring one into submission

12. integrity-honesty

    A.  Multiple Choice Answers
Based on your listening and note-taking for the interview (listening passage) titled, “Truth to Power”, choose the best answer for each of the following multiple choice questions by circling the correct letter:
1. According to Bishop Hubbard, Olivia Rorie was an extraordinary woman because she 


A  was a good mother


B  went out on a limb and became a good spokesperson


C  had many children


D was not well educated

2. According to Bishop Hubbard, Olivia Rorie was a “born leader” because she


A  gained skills in community organizing


B  knew the language of the streets


C  could speak from her heart with compassion


D  was a strong woman

3. As a community organizer, Olivia Rorie was willing to 


A  talk to civic organizations


B  take care of a large family


C  get a good education


D  earn more money

4. Bishop Hubbard felt that Olivia Rorie was courageous or brave  because she


A  always acted with dignity


B  had a large family


C  was determined to get what she wanted


D acted at the risk of personal retaliation or injury

       Formal Listening Task
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       5. Complete the character organizer below to describe Olivia Rorie by giving one or two examples

             for each box.
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7th Grade-(Short Response)
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6.  Short Answer Response (1 Paragraph)



Read this statement:

In his interview, we learn that Bishop Howard Hubbard truly admires 

Olivia Rorie as a born leader who went out of her way to help members of her community.

Explain how Bishop Hubbard characterizes Olivia Rorie as a born leader.  

Use details from your notes, multiple choice answers, and character organizer to support your short response.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Olivia Rorie








What Olivia Rorie feels





How Olivia Rorie acts








What Olivia Rorie gave to her community





How others respond or react to Olivia Rorie.








